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Acts 10:34–43; Matthew 28:1–10  

Colossians 3:1–4  

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on Earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
This is a big day, of course.  Three days previous, we know what happened.  An innocent man was publicly ridiculed, humiliated, and put up on the cross to die in front of everyone.

And we know who that man was.  He was innocent.  Even holy.  Unlike any other man or woman before or after.  We know he was the firstborn child of a Virgin, conceived by the Holy Spirit.  We know that he was God the Son, sent to Earth to gain salvation for every sinner.  We know that he was the Son of Man, standing in for all men, all people, taking their sins upon himself, in order to put sin to death on the cross.

We know what happened on that Friday.  

Now this is the big day, day three after the humiliation and death of the cross.  They saw him put into the tomb.  The Apostles, the faithful women, they know where his lifeless body is entombed, and they can do nothing about it.  Nothing, that is, but weep, and mourn, and put some spices and perfumes on it.  But dead bodies, they know, stay dead.

Matthew 28:1-10:

Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to look at the grave. 2 And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. 3 And his appearance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. 4 The guards shook for fear of him and became like dead men. 5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified. He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying.”


So now this is the big day, Easter Day, the Resurrection of our Lord.  For he who was dead, now lives.  He who suffered the pains of death and Hell, has been raised up to life, never to die again.  He who made himself subject to the sickness and affliction and death of our world, is subject to them no longer, but is exalted.


And the Apostle Paul tells us what this means for us—for each of us, for our families, for our loved ones, and for all our neighbors who live in any fear of death.

With what happened three days earlier, with the humiliation and suffering and death on the cross, the Apostle is clear what this means for each of us.  The cross is not just an interesting or intriguing event, it is not just a fact of history that now belongs always in the time line of this world—it is that, but it is also a fact which presses on us, which impacts our lives in such a way that we can’t get away from the cross.  We are confronted with it:  either we deny the cross, and act like it has no bearing on us, or we look at the cross and we see there our redemption, our salvation from sin, our Lord Jesus making himself our Lord and us his people.

“We preach Christ crucified,” 

says the Apostle,

“to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Gentiles foolishness, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.”

[1 Corinthians 1:23]

The Apostle is clear concerning what the cross means to us in our lives.  He proclaims it, he preaches it, he speaks it clearly to all who hear, so that the cross is not just a fact in history, but it is a fact spoken into our ears, a fact of God which impacts us, is made real to us, and belongs to us as much as any other fact in our lives.

As much as we remember, perhaps, that time when we broke our ankle or arm and had to be in a cast for two months, or as much as we remember that time we got our first driver’s licence and then proceeded to get our first speeding ticket, as much as we remember that time, perhaps, when we were called up in front of our fellow students to be given an award, or that time we remember dad bringing home the new pet, as if it were yesterday—as much as we can think of the facts that belong to each of us as part of our own personal histories, we may know that the fact of the cross belongs to us.  

Even more so, actually.  For while the events we remember, both the good and bad, belong to us according to our memory and the impact they had on our lives, the cross belongs to us by the gift of God.  Even where we would not know the cross, he has joined us to it and made it ours in Baptism and in the preaching of the Gospel.  Even where we would forget the cross, he brings us back into its remembrance in the Body and Blood brought from the cross and given to us in his holy Supper.


The cross is ours, that is the gift of God, and that is what the church is given to proclaim to every sinner.

The cross is ours.  

And so is the resurrection.  

This morning, this Easter 2011, as we hear the words of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus from the dead, as we contemplate what it means that his corpse was breathed in with the breath of life, and his inanimate muscles where enlivened and put into motion, we may consider also what this means for us, for each one of us and our children.

Colossians 3:3:

For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
We have died, declares Paul.  That is the cross, and that is our being baptized into the cross, so that the death of the cross is accounted to be as much our death as it was the death of Jesus.

Now, says the Apostle, our life is hidden with Christ.  If we are joined to his death on the cross, then also we are joined to his resurrection.  If his humiliation and suffering have been imputed to us by God the Father, then also his new life of resurrection and exaltation is made ours.


We are still in our life of flesh, of course.  We still see the sickness and weakness and death, we still see the effects of sin, and we are daily called back to Baptism’s gift of repentance.

But while we are still in our life of flesh, we look at our Lord.  He is flesh too, of true Body and Blood, but not of sinful flesh.

He is holy.  And he who is holy has been bodily resurrected, and now, as true God and true Man, is exalted in Heaven.  

But his resurrection is not just a fact of history.  It is that.  The tomb is empty, his body did walk out.  But his resurrection is also a fact of your history, and my history, and our children’s history.  What Jesus accomplished at that tomb, as also what he accomplished at the cross, belongs to you and me as much as it does to him.  Not because we deserve it or are worthy of it—we are not.  But because he, out of his grace, out of his love for the sinner, out of his kindness to each one of us and our families—he has joined us to the cross and to his resurrection, so that our lives are hidden together with Christ, as the Apostle Paul puts it, so that,

When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 


[Colossians 3:4]


We contemplate our Lord’s resurrection.  We sing of him walking out of the cold tomb, of him breaking the bars of death, of him crushing the heads of the demons, but when we contemplate these wonderful truths, we are contemplating also our own lives, which are hidden in him. 

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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